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General  Introduction 


The  Renaissance  Masters  series  consists  of  a  library  of  short  volumes, 
each  devoted  to  a  single  composer  or  appropriate  group  of  composers, 
with  the  works  in  each  volume  scored  for  mainly  the  same  line-up  of 
voices.  I  intend  that  through  this  series  the  almost  unlimited  resources 
of  Renaissance  sacred  polyphony  will  be  thoroughly  explored. 

The  editions  are  all  made  afresh  from  the  manuscript  sources,  and 
are  presented  in  line  with  current  publishing  practice  and  my  experience 
as  a  performer.  Modern  practice  requires  a  musical  text  which  is  as 
free  of  extraneous  markings  as  possible. 

In  some  older  editions  these  markings  became  extremely  elaborate, 
and  although  any  of  them  might  help  a  group  of  singers  to  give  a  more 
convincing  reading  of  the  music,  it  is  no  longer  acceptable  for  an 
editor  to  try  to  quess  which  of  them  have  a  qeneral  application  and  then 
,q  p,i„,  ,h,L  c  it  it,.,  ho™  acquired  ^.  official  „1.  I  he, 
avoided  all  these  kind  of  guesses  except  the  use  of  chromatic  inflection, 
my  suggestions  being  printed  above  the  notes  to  which  they  refer. 

I  feel  that  the  director  of  the  choir  should  take  on  the  old  role  of  the 
editor.  It  is  properly  his  task  to  adapt  pitch,  dynamic  variation  and  speeds 
to  the  conditions  of  the  moment.  For  example,  a  resonant  building  will 
probably  require  slower  speeds  and  greater  attack  in  the  sound  than 
a  dry  one.  A  choir  of  young  singers,  who  often  lack  powerful  low  notes, 
may  find  it  easier  to  sinq  qenuinely  polyphonic  lines  a  little  hiqher 
than  chair,  with  a,ahJ,oic, 

I  am  convinced  that  a  flexible  approach  to  these  fundamental 
questions  is  more  likely  to  produce  satisfying  performances  of  the  music 
in  different  buildings  around  the  world  than  the  rigid  application  of 
an  editor's  idea  of  how  the  music  should  be  heard. 

The  editor  these  days  should  make  his  editions  as  accurate  as 
possible  so  that  the  director  and  his  singers  know  exactly  where  their 
starting  point  is.  For  example  I  have  printed  the  music  at  the  pitch  at  which 
I  believe  the  composer  heard  it  sung,  from  where  modern  performers 
should  transpose  it,  if  necessary,  up  or  down  to  suit  their  members. 


Although  the  sources  never  refer  to  dynamic  variation  in  Renaissance 
music,  it  is  most  unlikely  that  performances  of  the  time  proceeded 
without  any.  Even  if  they  did,  such  an  approach  is  not  acceptable  now. 

It  is  by  subtle  use  of  dynamic  variation,  as  well  as  by  the  choice  of  pitch 
and  speed,  that  a  modern  interpretation  acquires  life  and  individuality. 

A  simple  scheme  of  dynamics  will  also  help  the  singers  to  learn  the 
piece  in  the  first  place,  though  in  my  experience  it  rapidly  becomes  an 
imposition  once  a  piece  is  known.  Good  polyphony  does  not  require 
precisely  graded  crescendi;  pp  and  ff  should  never  be  used.  Ideally  each 
voice  part,  with  its  own  melodic  line,  should  ebb  and  flow  within  the 
overall  texture. 

Ultimately  the  director's  spoken  requirements  will  be  reduced  to 
reminding  the  singers  that  a  new  set  of  points  is  likely  to  begin  more 
softly  than  the  last  set  has  ended,  otherwise  the  desirable  build-up 
in  momentum  will  be  compromised. 

Some  of  the  least  convincing  Renaissance  singing  in  modern  times 
has  resulted  from  editors  insisting  that  certain  words  are  sung  suddenly 
very  loudly  or  very  softly,  and  the  director  feeling  obliged  to  follow  this 
suggestion  because  it  is  printed  in  the  copy. 

The  kind  of  Renaissance  music  which  is  worth  reviving  is  not  of  its 
nature  superficially  obvious,  and  attempts  to  make  it  so  will  spoil  it. 

It  may  take  several  performances  for  its  contours  to  fall  naturally  into 
place,  and  even  then  the  sympathetic  director  will  want  to  go  on 
experimenting  with  tiny  changes  of  emphasis,  constantly  re-interpreting. 

At  this  stage  it  is  all  gain  that  the  manuscripts  do  not  impose  anything 
on  the  performer. 


Peter  Phillips  London  1 990 


Introduction 


The  'Princeps  musicorum'  Orlandus  Lassus  was  born  in  1530  or  1532 
in  M ons,  in  the  Franco-Flemish  province  of  Hainut,  and  died  in  Munich  in 
1 594.  He  was  the  most  widely-esteemed  composer  of  his  day,  a  fact 
attributable  both  to  his  vast  output  and  to  the  wide  range  of  genres  which 
he  encompassed;  today  his  music  may  be  found  in  manuscripts  throughout 
western  and  eastern  Europe,  and  more  works  survive  by  him  than  by 
any  composer  before  him.  His  working  life  took  him  to  Mantua,  Milan, 
Naples,  Rome,  and  lastly  to  Munich,  where  he  was  Kapellmeister  to 
Albrecht  V  of  Bavaria. 

All  the  motets  in  this  volume  are  quite  early  works,  taken  from  the 
collection  Sacrae  Cantiones  quinque  vocum,  published  in  1562  at 
Nuremberg.  Lassus's  first  motets  had  been  published  in  1555,  and  the 
pieces  in  that  collection  have  much  in  common  with  those  in  the 
Sacre  Cantiones,  though  they  were  written  during  his  years  at  Rome  and 
Antwerp,  rather  than  for  the  Munich  chapel. 

The  typical  features  of  these  early  works  are  their  virtuoso  character 
and  exuberance.  These  are  achieved  through  the  use  of  predominantly 
bright  tonalities,  frequent  variation  of  textures  and  dramatic  harmonic 
and  melodic  touches.  Videntes  stellam,  which  is  built  very  loosely  upon 
an  Epiphany  Magnificat  antiphon,  displays  all  these  techniques  handled  in 
masterly  fashion.  Texts  dealing  with  joyful  subjects  are  obviously  best 
calculated  to  bring  this  exuberance  to  the  fore;  Surgens  lesus  is  another 
example  with  its  memorable  rising  opening  point,  use  of  syncopation, 
sudden  irruptions  of  homophony  and  the  change  into  triple  time. 

More  reflective  texts,  such  as  Taedet  animam  meam  and  Caligaverunt 
oculi  mei,  are  characterised  by  more  contemplative  music,  and  also 
by  some  powerful  and  anguished  writing.  This  latter  is  particularly 
notable  in  the  carefully  controlled  harmonic  and  melodic  flow  of 
Caligaverunt  oculi  mei.  Nowhere,  however,  does  Lassus  use  these  various 
devices  for  purposes  of  mere  exhibitionism;  the  words  were  for  him 
always  paramount,  and  would  remain  so  to  the  end  of  his  life,  when  his 
music  became  increasingly  succinct  in  the  service  of  the  text. 

Ivan  Moody  Lisbon  1  991 


Performance  Recommendations 


This  set  of  motets  contains  some  of  the  most  passionate  texts  which 
Lassus  could  have  chosen.  It  is  obviously  essential  that  every  singer 
understands  how  the  Latin  words  fit  with  their  English  translations 
(given  at  the  beginning  of  each  piece)  since  Lassus,  much  more  than 
Palestrina,  let  the  words  condition  the  nature  of  the  music. 

Two  technical  problem  stand  out.  In  several  pieces  the  choir  must 
move  out  of  duple  time,  into  triple  and,  a  few  bars  later,  back  again. 

The  first  move  is  not  difficult,  if  a  straightforward  two-against-three  rhyth 
be  adopted;  but  the  move  back  can  be  confusing.  Remember  that  the 
crotchet  pulse  is  slower  in  the  duple  than  in  the  triple,  and  it  seems 
surprisingly  slow  when  duple  follows  triple. 

Secondly,  Lassus  is  fond  of  phrases  which  involve  adding  extra  flats 
(the  soprano  D  flat  in  bar  21  of  Caligaverunt  is  an  excellent  example). 
These  are  obviously  an  affective  device,  beloved  of  baroque  composers, 
but  it  is  not  always  understood  that  in  a  good  tuning  system  they 
need  to  be  pitched  quite  sharp.  Many  singers'  instinct  is  to  slide  up 
to  them  and  so  tune  them  too  flat  for  the  context. 


Peter  Phillips  London  1 992 


CALIGAVERUNT  OCULI  MEI 


My  eyes  have  grown  dim  with  weeping;  for  he  that  consoled  me  is  far  from  me.  Behold,  all  ye  people, 
if  there  is  any  sorrow  like  unto  my  sorrow.  (Good  Friday). 


©  Copyright  1 995  Novello  &  Company  Limited. 
All  Rights  Reserved.  International  Copyright  Secured. 
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SICUT  MATER  CONSOLATUR 


As  a  mother  comforteth  her  sons,  so  will  I  comfort  you,  saith  the  Lord:  and  from  Jerusalem,  the 
city  I  have  chosen,  shall  help  come  to  you:  And  you  shall  see,  and  your  heart  shall  rejoice.  (Advent). 
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SURGENS  IESUS 


Jesus  our  Lord  being  risen,  standing  in  the  midst  of  His  disciples  said:  Peace  be  with  you,  Alleluia. 
The  disciples  rejoiced  at  the  sight  of  the  Lord.  Alleluia.  (Easter  Monday). 
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SUREXIT  PASTOR  BONUS 


The  Good  Shepherd  is  risen,  for  He  hath  made  His  soul  worthy  of  death  for  His  sheep  and  for  His 
flock.  Alleluia.  (Easter). 
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TAEDET  ANIMAM  MEAM 


My  soul  is  weary  of  my  life;  I  shall  leave  my  words  to  speak  against  me,  and  speak  in  the  bitterness 
in  my  soul.  I  will  say  to  God:  Do  not  condemn  me.  (Matins  for  the  Dead). 
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VENI  IN  HORTUM  MEUM 


I  have  come  into  my  garden,  my  sister  and  bride,  and  have  plucked  my  myrrh  with  my  spices;  I 
have  eaten  syrup  with  my  honey;  I  have  drunk  my  wine  and  my  milk.  Eat,  friends,  and  drink,  and 
become  drunk  with  love.  ( Song  of  Songs  5:1). 
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VIDENTES  STELLAM 


Seeing  the  star,  the  Magi  were  filled  with  a  great  joy  and,  entering  into  the  house,  they  came  upon 
the  Child  with  Mary  His  Mother,  and  went  forward  to  adore  Him.  And  their  treasures  being  opened, 
they  offered  Him  the  gifts:  gold,  frankincense  and  myrrh.  (Epiphany). 
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